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zelle Book Ts Herel

uring the depths of the greatest depressic
(D the LS. has ever ex] I
and determined ¥ i

decided 10 aftempt something never accor
hed by any American before ber—to begin
business that made puppets, specifically ma
onettes. Up to that time, there was no tradition
mariopelle manifactunng in America, m
women were certainky not nofed for foundis
husinesses, much less mamsfacturing businesse

pli

This is the story of Hazelle Hedges Rollins a1
how ber love for children and desire 1o please
young neighbor led her 10 found a business th
grew to become the world's largest compary sp
cializing in the manufacture of puppets. Living
bome afler graduating from the University «
Kansas in 1932, Hazelle was literal
approached by the 11-year-old boy who live
next door and asked to make a companion for b
Talian-made marionette, o ke could put on
puppet show. Not oely were Hazelle's marionet
and the boy's show highly saceessful,
demand for Hazelle's cleverly designed m
beautifully clothed puppets swelled.

worbd- fiamous puppet master, Tony Sarg. Hazel
not only learned the art of mariopette-makin
from Sarg, but also worked with him backstay
in various ofFBroadway marionette production

After her business oulgrew the basement n
moom of ker family’s home, Hazelle moved in
tke first of four increasingly larger factory bail
ings in Kansas City. From an initial core of
emplovees in the first location, the business gre
to more than 50 employees plus epende
sales reps covering the entire country. Followis
her heart, Hazelle made what furned out to be
most strategic move when she marmied Wooo
I L ed 1l

engineering, made several major contributions
mechanizing the production process and impro
ing its efficiency.
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In ike late 19405, the enomossly popular chil-
drer's TV program, the Howdy Doody Show, hit
the asirwaves. Demard for the marionettes soared.
I ke late 19505, Hazclle began desiprieg and
manifeturing band puppets ir addition 10 the
marionettes. Due 1o their saccess, she expanded
in the late 1960 into Gnger ts. Dhaing ils
firal decade, ber business sols re thar 250,000
peppets every vear, Hazelle brought jov 1o the
lives of tens of tbousands of children and adudlts
every year wilk tke global reach of b

This book is not fust the story of ore of the coun-
try's first successfil female extreprencurs. |t is
also the history of five decades of
America and confains an apperdis whi

colerr photos, most of whick feahe puppets acd
peappet brockres from the 19305 1o the 19505
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ike Joly was a notoed researcher and the
Ma hor of several publisked articles on

his. favorite bopic of pupnetry. The firs
two issues of Toybox Magazine in 1992 carnied
Joly's two-part series tiled “Marioreties.” Toby
was  professional p
worked in the Detroit, Mickipan ares, He was
cossidered an expert on. pppetry and kad one of
the largest libraries o the subject in the region.
His expertise meged fom puppetry history apd

b

was & member of the Pupeleers of Amserica aed
the Doodyville Historical Association. Followirg
the completion of the maruseript for this book,

Toly diod on Jane 3, 1994, at the yourg age o

Chhe Puppetry Arts Insel

lisked in ledeperdence, Missouri, o pre

serve and promote puppetry through the
education and extertakn
The
a permanerit pant of the lnstinste and was a dream
of Hazelle's. Like this book, whick was Mike
Joly's dream, rothing is more fin than Falfillicg
dreams. The ant of puppetry will live as bong we
dase 1o make our dreams come true!
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